
A word from Dale: From time-to-time church members share how God is working in their lives. Mark Breen is         
wonderful about sharing how God is speaking to him. His devotions challenge and bless me! Some time ago I asked him 
if I could share a devotion he wrote. While I hope you enjoy it, I also hope you are challenged, as I have been by Mark’s 
devotion.                            

                                                                                                                                                                             God Bless,  

Does God Regret? (by Mark Breen) 

1 Samuel 15 

As God’s creation habitually failed to worship Him only, God was faced with the recurring decision to cut off His people 
or not.  That first great judgement came with the great flood that only Noah and his family survived, along with many 
chosen animals.  Once Israel was established as God’s people, God on many occasions notes that He “regretted” His 
decision, but Moses intervened and His regret was always overcome by His love for his people. 

Does God regret putting you in charge of something He has commanded you to do?  Does that thought bother you?  It 
should, because God will accomplish what he wants, with you or without you.  It is far better to be in His favor than to 
be assigned His wrath.  This may simply come in the form of disgrace for you or the loss of people’s trust in you.  We’ve 
seen many at the top, fall terribly. 

Saul was instructed by God, through Samuel, that he was to utterly destroy all of the Amalekites.  But Saul kept King 
Agag alive.  They also kept the spoils of the raids. 

God tells Samuel in verse 10 that He has regretted making Saul king.  Why?  Because he did not follow all of God’s           
Instruction.  He disobeyed.  Then he tried to justify his wrong doing.  How often do we do that?  Never, right? 

1 Samuel 15:22 reads, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the 
Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.” 

Saul’s transgression, as he admits, is that he feared the people more than God.  But he went further than that.  He set 
up a monument to himself.  He placed himself above God.  We’ve seen this many times in modern history.  The statues 
of dictators being torn down.  Although Saul convinces Samuel to worship with him and to travel with him to Gil-
gal.  Samuel resists at first, but then obliges Saul’s wishes.  Saul knew that if Samuel did not go with him, but left him, 
that it would not look good to the people.  He still did not get it, and that’s why God rejected Saul. 

Samuel, in verse 33, completes the task that God had assigned to Saul.  He kills King Agag. 

God decides to replace Saul with one “after God’s own heart.”  Of course, God was speaking of David.  And though I 
recall many situations that David did not handle well; God did not say that he regretted making David the king of              
Israel.  David never rejected God.  He may have lost his focus, but he never outright rejected God. 

This is a cautionary tale for anyone who is given a task by God to complete.  It is also a reminder that we should never 
reject God.  We have absolutely no reason to turn our backs toward God.  Fear of God is a healthy thing to have.  It is 
not the same fear as we experience in a scary movie or haunted house.  Many seem to enjoy that kind of fear.  Not 
me.  The fear of God has hope attached to it.  There is a big difference between fear and terror.  Fear of itself has 
health benefits.  We can have a healthy fear of snakes, for we know what they could do.  The sole purpose of terror is 
to make one so full of fear that they cannot function.  It immobilizes you.  That’s not the kind of fear that God is looking 
for. 



If you're raising a teenage girl, you're going to want to check out the 
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Dinner & Show at the                                  
NarroWay Theater      

                                                                   
Production : “Jesus The Teacher”                                                              

Saturday, June 12 at 5:00 PM                                                       
Cost: $38.00 includes dinner                    

and show                                                       
Depart at 3:30 PM from the church                                                                   

Sign-up is required for this trip                                                                     
Deadline to sign up is June 1st  

Small Groups are one of the most effective ways to intro-
duce our friends/neighbors to Christ in a comfortable envi-
ronment.  It is a vital ministry of the church.  Typically, 
small groups are put on hold during the summer months, 
but this is the time to plan ahead.  We are looking for 
homes this fall.  There will be sign-up sheets posted soon.  
Please keep this in mind, as you pray for our church, and 
consider offering your home,  or teaching small groups 
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Whether it’s to stop yourself from saying something stupid, or see where you’ll be in 10 years, or experience your      
favorite moment in history firsthand, we all wish we had a time machine sometimes, right? While time machines might 
not actually exist, the Bible can sometimes feel a little bit like a time machine. It’s the story of the God who exists         
outside of time and had a plan to save the world before time even existed. God's plan was fulfilled through Jesus 2,000 
years ago, but prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Amos left us hints about God’s plan hundreds of years before that. 
So, what was that plan? In this 4-week series, we'll discover that Jesus’ mission was to set people free and rebuild what 
has been destroyed— and we can join Him on that mission, in part, by doing justice and remembering all God has done.  

WEEK 1: 

This week, you'll connect Jesus' announcement of His earthly ministry to the prophet Isaiah, who predicted His arrival. 

THE BIG IDEA: Jesus' mission was to set people free.  

THE BIBLE: Luke 4:14-21; Isaiah 61:1-2; John 1:1 

 

WEEK 2: 

This week, you'll connect the moment Jesus called Himself a temple that would be rebuilt to the words of Jeremiah, 
who said God had a plan to rebuild and restore Israel. 

THE BIG IDEA: Jesus can rebuild what has been destroyed. 

THE BIBLE: John 2:12-21; Jeremiah 31:1-4a;Psalm 147:1-3; I John 2:6 

 

WEEK 3: 

This week, you'll connect Jesus' condemnation of the Pharisees with the words of the prophet Amos, who called for 
justice instead of dead religion.  

THE BIG IDEA: Jesus calls us to do justice. 

THE BIBLE: Luke 11:37-46; Amos 5:1-24; Acts 2:42 

 

WEEK 4:  

This week, you'll connect Jesus' instructions on fasting and prayer with Isaiah's condemnation of Israel's unjust fasting 
practices. 

THE BIG IDEA: Jesus calls us to remember. 

THE BIBLE: Matthew 6:1-5, 16-18; Isaiah 58:3-9;Acts 2:42-44 

 

 



  Contact Information 
 

Rev. Dale Byrd, Pastor  
704-472-6276 

dale@eastsidebaptistshelby.org 

 

Rev. Ernie Blanton 
Associate Pastor/Youth Minister 

704-473-0605 
ernie@eastsidebaptistshelby.org 

 

Rev. Maggie André 
Associate Pastor/Minister of  Music 

910-337-2228 
maggie@eastsidebaptistshelby.org 

 

Jessica Melton 
Director of Children 

704-692-1895 or 704-487-6865 
jessica@eastsidebaptistshelby.org 

 
Office 

704-487-9682 

1165 Wyke Road 

Shelby, NC  28150 

www.eastsidebaptistshelby.org 
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Permit No. 41 

Designated Building Fund  

Designated Building On-going CD $210,750.50 Designated Building Fund Pledges CD $186,722.50 

Total CD Building Fund (392,600) Future CD Funds -Designated Building On-going $18,551.35 Designated 

FBuilding Fund Pledges $2,510.00 Capital Fundraiser Committee Balance $5,585.34                                                    

Future Building Payments $54,000.00                                                                              

Total Building Fund $478,119.69          

General Budget Offerings 6,865.00 *215,529.94 

3.A.WEEK 103.00 1,233.00 

Building fund  1,810.00 

Prayer Garden  520.00 

Sunshine Meister Love Offering   745.00 

Spec Offering/Fundraisers/Other Income   7,934.00 

Total Offering                        6,968.00 227,771.94 

Annual General Budget Comparison Income/Expense % to Budget 

Offerings Budget $550,476 $215,529.94(Received)* 39.2% 

Expenses Budget $550,476 $167,348.38 30.4% 

Budget Net Income/Expense $ 48,181.56   

https://sites.google.com/view/eastsidebaptistshelby/home

